
From: Frank Shaw <fshaw1553@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, June 16, 2026 9:25 AM 
To: LEOFF Reception (LEOFF) <leoff.reception@leoff.wa.gov>; Lawson, Dennis (LEOFF 
Trustee) <dennis.lawson@leoff.wa.gov>; andrew.willet@leg.wa.gov 
Subject: Fwd: Fw: LEOFF 2 Board Request 

External Email 

Chair Lawson and members of the LEOFF 2 Board, 

Let me start by thanking you for everything you have done on behalf of LEOFF 2 members 
who suffer from duty-related PTSD.  

I retired on a nonduty disability due to PTSD in 2010. I retired on a non-duty disability since 
PTSD was not universally recognized as a duty condition by L&I at that time. I did apply for a 
duty disability but my claim was denied by DRS even though my treating psychiatrist 
testified to DRS that I had PTSD. 

I filed a claim with L&I when they began approving PTSD claims and they determined I had 
PTSD but it was from multiple incidents and not a single incident which was not recognized 
as duty-related at that time. 

Thanks to the work of the LEOFF 2 Board and the WSCFF and others, PTSD from multiple 
traumatic experiences was recognized as a duty-related condition by the Legislature in 
2018. But, the legislation was not retroactive so my retirement remained a non-duty 
disability. 

That is why I was so grateful when the LEOFF 2 Board recommended legislation that would 
allow non-duty disability retirees to convert their retirements to duty disabilities as of 2018 
if their disabling condition was due to PTSD as defined in the 2018 legislation. I was excited 
when the Legislature overwhelmingly approved the Board’s bill and I am grateful for 
everything my Senator Judy Warnick to support its passage. 

I applied to DRS to have my retirement converted to a duty disability. Unfortunately, there 
were several mistakes made in the application process, some by me and some by DRS 
which resulted in my application being sent to UMASS without the diagnosis of my treating 
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psychiatrist. My application was denied and I discovered the error in failing to include my 
psychiatrist’s diagnosis during the petition process. I asked the petition examiner to 
consider the diagnosis since it was in the possession of DRS or to give me time to get it by 
public records request but both requests were denied and my petition was denied. 

I appreciate Chair Lawson and Director Nelsen meeting with the DRS director to advocate 
for giving me a chance to resubmit my application with the supporting medical diagnosis. 
Although she denied their request, she did assure them and Sen. Warnick that I would be 
given a de novo hearing in which I could present the medical evidence. Unfortunately, that 
assurance was false and I was never given a hearing by DRS. 

I really appreciate you Dennis for arranging for Alex Skalbania to represent me since I had 
no money for an attorney. Prior to the hearing DRS argued that the language of the Board’s 
disability legislation required that a person actually be diagnosed with PTSD when they 
initially retired. Alex correctly pointed out that nobody would qualify under that 
interpretation rendering the legislation null. But DRS stuck to their position and denied my 
opportunity for a hearing.  

I understand that the Board is considering their work plan for the upcoming interim. I ask 
that you please consider remedial legislation to implement the Board’s prior bill so that me 
and any other LEOFF 2 members who retired on nonduty disabilities due to PTSD can 
convert our pensions. 

I have attached a copy of a statement by the psychiatrist who has treated me following the 
death of my first psychiatrist in case there is any question about the fact that I have PTSD 
due to my work as a firefighter and that PTSD was the reason for my separation from 
employment. 

I sincerely thank you, 

Frank Shaw 
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IAFF Center of Excellence for Behavioral Health Treatment and Recovery 

April 4, 2025 

To: The Director of DRS 

CC: Frank Shaw 

IAF-FRecoveryCenter.com 855. 9008431

Dear Director of DRS and to Whom it May Concern in Re: Frank Shaw (DOB: 07/22/1961): 

I am writing this letter on behalf of Mr. Frank Shaw who was a patient of mine at the Center of 

Excellence for Behavioral Health Treatment and Recovery from 10/16/2018-11/15/2018. Mr. Shaw was 

treated at both the residential and PHP levels of care while at the Center of Excellence in Upper 

Marlboro, MD and was treated for a primary diagnosis of PTSD. His PTSD diagnosis was determined by 

assessments done during his history and physical exam, initial psychiatric assessment, bio-psychosocial 

screening and weeks of individual, group and family therapy with doctors and clinicians who are 

specialists in first responder mental health. The IAFF Center of Excellence is a stand-alone treatment 

facility that serves only firefighters. I am a double board-certified psychiatrist who has been at the 

center for over eight years and who has personally treated over 3600 firefighters. While at the center, it 

was not only determined that Mr. Shaw had PTSD per the DSM-5 criteria, but that his PTSD arose 

naturally and proximately from Mr. Shaw's exposures in the line of duty as a career fire fighter. Mr. 

Shaw retired from the fire service in 2007 due to the disabilities caused by his PTSD, and he was unable 

to return to his career after his treatment at the center. 

Please take this information into account for any issues on Mr. Shaw's behalf and do not hesitate to 

contact me with his permission at 240-681-6000x1202. 

Sincerely, 

Abby Morris, MD 

Medical Director/Psychiatrist 

IAFF Center of Excellence 

ARS Mission: To provide patient centered care in an environment that empowers and aids 

individuals on their path to recovery. 
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STATE OF WASHINGTON 

 

LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS’ AND FIRE FIGHTERS’  
PLAN 2 RETIREMENT BOARD 

 

P.O. Box 40918  Olympia, Washington 98504-0918 (360) 586-2320 FAX (360) 586-2329  
 

 

June 16, 2026  
 
TO:   Frank Shaw <fshaw1553@gmail.com> 
   
  
FROM: Chloe Drawsby, Executive Assistant 
  LEOFF Plan 2 Retirement Board 
 
  
SUBJECT: Retrieval Confirmation of Member Correspondence   
 
 
Dear Frank Shaw,  
 
Thank you for your recent correspondence with the LEOFF Plan 2 Retirement Board. This letter 
is to serve as confirmation that we have received your submission. 
 
Your communication has been documented and will be reviewed and discussed at the upcoming 
LEOFF Plan 2 board meeting on Tuesday, June 30, 2026. A link to the public meeting will be 
made available on our website leoff.wa.gov on Friday, June 26, 2026.  
 
If we need any additional information or clarification, we will be sure to reach out to you.  
 
We appreciate you taking the time to share your thoughts with the Board. Your input plays an 
important role in supporting the Board’s work to strengthen and improve the plan. 
 
If you have any questions or need assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact us at 360-586-2330. 
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